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Showcasing your Research Success

A PowerPoint rollup poster serves as an excellent medium to highlight your scientific
achievements and spark interest in your research.

Your poster presentation should accomplish three key goals: deliver a concise summary of
your research findings, stimulate meaningful dialogue with contest attendees and
judges, and effectively coommunicate your work even in your absence.

Follow these design guidelines to create a professional poster that properly represents
your dedication and accomplishments. A well-crafted presentation will ensure your
research makes a lasting impact.

Poster Setup

Create your research poster on a single PowerPoint slide, using landscape orientation
with dimensions of 48 inches wide by 36 inches high. Design your content in either
three or four vertical columns, with a prominent title banner spanning the full width
across the top.

Organize your information to guide viewers naturally from the upper left corner to the
bottom right. Structure each column with clear section headers to divide your content
into logical segments. This layout ensures your audience can follow your research story in
a clear, intuitive sequence.

Required Headings:

Title

Objective

Abstract

Materials and Methods
Results and Interpretation



Conclusions

Relevant Applications to Biotechnology
Acknowledgments

Personal info - Name, School, City, State

Starting A New Project

To begin a fresh presentation, you have two options. If you're launching PowerPoint,
simply select Blank Presentation from the startup dialog box. For an already open
PowerPoint session, create a new file by going to the File menu and selecting New. Then
navigate to the General tab and choose Blank Presentation to start with a clean slate.

Setting Up Your Poster Dimensions

Before starting your poster design, configure your document settings properly to ensure

successful printing. Begin by accessing Page Setup in the File menu. Configure your
document with these specifications:

Choose Custom for your slide size, setting the dimensions to 48 inches wide by 36
inches high. Set the orientation to Landscape mode. To protect your content from being
cut off during printing, maintain a one-inch margin around all edges of your poster.

Important: These dimensions must be established at the beginning of your project.
Making size adjustments after creating your content may cause printing issues or result
in incorrect sizing. For best results, consider having your final poster laminated to
enhance durability.

Choose a Background Design

Customizing Your Presentation Design

Begin by selecting your presentation's visual theme before creating content. Access
design templates through the Format menu's Apply Design or Slide Design options.
Starting with a template helps ensure consistency - applying one later might
unexpectedly alter your existing fonts and graphics.

To modify your color palette, navigate to the Slide Color Scheme option in the Format
menu. This tool allows you to customize specific elements like background and text colors
independently, giving you precise control over your presentation's appearance.



Design Principles for Effective Visual Representation

For optimal readability, maintain a cohesive color scheme throughout your design. Select
text and background colors that provide strong contrast while harmonizing with your
chosen images and graphics. Avoid using background gradients, particularly in black, as
they may create unwanted banding effects in the final printed version that aren't visible
on screen.

When structuring your layout, organize content into three or four vertical columns. Within
these columns, strategically incorporate visual elements like graphics and photographs to
enhance engagement and break up text-heavy sections.

For text formatting, follow these conventions: Use title case only for headings (like
"Research Findings in Environmental Science"), while body text should follow standard
sentence case (such as "The study revealed several key findings"). This creates a clear
visual hierarchy and maintains professional presentation standards.

Adding Text

Text Boxes

PowerPoint offers multiple ways to add text boxes to your slides. One option is navigating
to the Insert menu and choosing Text Box. Alternatively, you can use the Text Box tool in
the Drawing toolbar to manually draw one on your slide.

These text boxes can contain either typed content or text pasted from elsewhere. When
importing text from word processors, it's important to use the correct pasting method.
Rather than doing a standard paste, use Paste Special with the Unformatted Text
option. This ensures the content becomes a native PowerPoint text box rather than an
embedded word processing object, giving you better control over formatting. After
pasting, you may need to adjust the font settings to match your presentation's style.

Typography Guidelines

Your font choices significantly impact your poster's readability and professionalism. Select
fonts strategically and maintain consistency throughout the design. Font sizes should be
proportional to your content volume and chosen typefaces.

Recommended Font Hierarchy:

For your main title, select a bold sans-serif typeface (such as Arial Black, Tahoma, or
Verdana) at approximately 120-point size. This ensures visibility from a distance.

The subtitle, containing author and institution information, should be set in a
complementary sans-serif font at around 72 points. You may use either the same font as
your title or a harmonizing alternative.



Section headings require emphasis but shouldn't compete with your title. Use your
chosen title or subtitle font at a size roughly 50% larger than your body text, typically
between 36-72 points. Maintain consistent sizing across all section headers.

For body text, prioritize readability with serif fonts like Garamond or Book Antiqua at 24-
48 points. Once you've selected a size, apply it uniformly throughout your poster's main
content.

Remember: limiting your font selection helps create a cohesive, professional
appearance. Too many different fonts can make your poster appear disorganized.

Adding Images

Image Quality Guidelines

For optimal poster presentation, scan images at 150 dpi when they're at their intended
display size. Keep resolution at 150 dpi to maintain reasonable file sizes and ensure
reliable printing. Exceeding this resolution can create unnecessarily large files that may
cause printing difficulties.

Avoid using images directly from websites, as their standard 72 dpi resolution is
insufficient for poster display. These web images require preprocessing in photo editing
software to adjust both size and resolution before poster use. Without proper adjustment,
web images will appear pixelated when enlarged.

For best results, prepare images specifically for your poster's needs through proper initial
scanning. Rather than enlarging images within PowerPoint, scan originals at higher
magnification or resolution to achieve your desired final size. Export your processed
images as high-quality JPEG files. When placing multiple related images, ensure
consistent sizing and careful alignment.

The key is preparing images properly before importing them into your poster, rather than
attempting to adjust them afterward. This approach ensures crisp, professional-looking
visuals throughout your presentation.

Adding Charts and Figures

|
Adding Charts and Graphs

There are two methods for incorporating data visualizations into your poster:

Method 1 - Importing Existing Charts: When transferring charts from other programs like
Excel, use Paste Special and select Picture (Enhanced Metafile) format. This creates a



stable graphic that won't shift during printing. While this method prevents future edits, it
ensures consistent appearance in the final print. Avoid standard pasting, as this can lead
to formatting inconsistencies when printing.

Method 2 - Creating Charts in PowerPoint: You can generate charts directly in
PowerPoint through the Insert menu's Chart option. This launches Microsoft Graph,
providing a template chart and datasheet. Customize your visualization by selecting
different chart types (such as pie, line, or combination) through the Chart menu. Enter
your data into the provided datasheet to populate your chosen chart format.

Incorporating Tables

For optimal table presentation in your poster, import tables as static graphics rather than
editable objects. To do this, copy your table from its source program, then use
PowerPoint's Paste Special function and select Picture (Enhanced Metafile) format.

This approach converts your table into a fixed graphic element, which ensures formatting
stability when printing. While you won't be able to edit the table's content after
importing, this method prevents unwanted formatting shifts or text displacement that
often occur when tables are pasted as editable objects.



